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November 23.2010 

federal Election Commission 
Attention: JeffS. Jordan 
Supervisory Attomey 
Complaints Examination & Legal Administration 

^ 999 E Street, NW 
00 Washington, DC 20463 
0 

^ Re: MUR 6420 - Position of the St. Vrain Valley Education Association 

!Jr Dear Mr. Jordan: 
Ip I represent the St. Vrain Valley Education Association (SVVEA) and its Presdient, Mr. Trip 

Merklein (Merklein), in the above-referenced complaint filed by Benjamin DeGrow of the 
Independence Institute. (I am enclosing a copy of the Statement of Designation of Coimsel 
signed by the new registered agent for the SWEA small donor committee. See Exhibit A 
attached.) 

The complaint is dated October 26, 2010. It alleges that the SWEA small donor committee 
(SDC) registered in the State of (Colorado under Colorado law, and not registered with the 
Federal Elections Connmission, violated federal law by making a contribution from the SDC to a 
candidate for federal office in Colorado's 4"" Congressional District, Betsy Markey. The facts 
are as follows: 

On July I, 2010, Mr. Trip Merklein became president ofthe SWEA. Prior to that time, he had 
not held any elective office with SWEA nor had he been involved in the administration ofthe 
SDC. He defeated an incumbent, Jenri Modrall, who, as of July 1. 2010, has no longer been 
active in SVVEA. Mr. Merklein was unfamiliar with the law and rules regarding contributions 
by state-registered SDCs to federal candidates. 

On or about October 13,2010, the SWEA SDC made a contribution to the Markey campaign. 
That contribution was repotted to the Colorado Secretary of State on the October 18, 2010 
"Report of Contributions and Expenditures'* required by state law. The filing date on said report 
was stated as October 14, 2010. See Exhibit B attached hereto. On October 22, 2010, the 
Markey campaign retumed the contribution to tfae SWEA SDC witibi a letter explaining that 
small donor committees are a creature of state law and are intended to be used only for in-state 
candidates. See Exhibit C attached hereto. On October 29, 2010, an amended report was filed 
by the SVVEA SDC indicating that the check to the Markey campaign had been retumed and 
was credited back to the SDCs balance. See Exhibit D attached. 

ISQQCrani Slracl 
Denver. Colondo I02Q3* I ROn 

3O3-iU7.i500 IOO-112*Sy39 Ftt .%S.837.4Q0& 
Mivw.coio/wJnQd.ore 



Federal Election Commission 
Attention: JeffS. Jordan 
November 23,2010 
Page 2 
Re: MUR 6420 

By letter dated November 17, 2010, SVVEA's staff person, Francis Docherty, confirmed the 
SDCs receipt of the retumed check and explained that the change in leadership from Ms. 
Modrall to Mr. Merklein had resulted in the inadvertent error by Mr. Merklein. Mr. Docjerty's 
letter further acknowledged that the Markey campaign bad caught the error and renimed the 

1̂  check. See Exhibit E attached. 
«o 
0 The error in making a contribution to die federal campaign was corrected immediately by the 
^ Markey campaign and, based on the letter from the campaign accompanied by the renimed 

check, also by the SVVEA SDC. The error was inadveztent and the result of nothing more than a 
Sf lack of experience and knowledge on the part ofthe new leadership of SWEA. Clearly, nothing 
Sf surreptitious or deceptive was intended as the contribution was immediately reported to the 
0 Importing authority in Colorado and tfaen quickly conrected witfa that agency. 

We respectfully request tfaat tfae complaint filed by Mr. DeGrow be dismissed. Immediately. If 
you have any questions or concems regarding the above, please contact me at 303-837-1500 or 
mhQusertacoloradoea.org. Thankyou. 

Maitnk̂ c Houser 
General Counsel 
Colorado Education Association 

Cc: Trip Merklein 
Fran Docherty 
KayBurkett 
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 
999 E Street, NW ; 
Waehlngton, OC 20463 : 

'•t.')Li?AL !::Li:CT!ON 

2010 NOV 23 PMS:|l» 

v<> 8TATEMENT6f:DE8ieNATION OF COUNSEL 
Pleaae uaa ^gform for Bach RMDondent/EnUtvrrroaaurar 

FAX <2021219-3923 

MUR# (^</^0 

NAME OF COUNSEL:. 

TELEPHONE- OFFICEf^O^ ^ g S ' 7 - | g ^ ^ 

;. ': The above-named Individual end/or flm -̂ la.horeby daalgnatad as my oounael and la 
'aimiorlie'd to recelvê iany notlflbatlofna and other communloations from the Commlaalon and 

..to aot on niy behalf befora the.Cpmrnleslon. 

Tltle(maeurarfCBndldawOwner) 
hht/tQ . 
. Date. RMp^dantMgent^lgnatura TKIe(O«Miii«rfenidlda6El0wn«(t 

MAIUNQ ADDRESS! ^<r<r.YxJi^^i/^^ /^^/l Q j ^iAf^T^ JlOA. 
(PleaaePrint) , ^ •• 

TELEPHONE. HOME V^^ ?r 77^? "dC&Ct 

BUSiNEasr^o^i y^ot -

Infoiitiiallon to being iought ao ̂ ait ofan Inveatlgalion balng oonduotad by Padaral Goctlon Oonvniaalon and Iht 
ebnildeiittallbf provtolono ctf2 U.8.C. 14g7g(aK'19(A) e ^ . TMa aoDUon prahlbKa maHng publlo any hwoatloaUon 
eonduetod by Via Fodorai QaoUdn Commloalon without Ilio osproai written oonaont of ttio peraon undor 
Invoodgiftlon -'•'-'-v , •• . 

Rov. 2006 
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CAInndo SKftoql tfSufe 
EkqjMft OMIIMI 
n00BrMdwiy,SlaL270 
Denver. 00102»tf' 

lUCFORT OF CONTRIBUTIONS AND EXPENDITURES 
(C.JI.S. 1-4S-108) 

Full Name of Committee/Persba: SAINT VRAIN VALLEY EDUCATION ASSOCIATION (SWEA) 
FUND-SMALL DONOR COMMITTEE (SWEA FUND-SMALL 
DONOR 

SAINT VRAIN VALLEY EDUCATION ASSOCIATION (SWEA) 
FUND-SMALL DONOR COMMITTEE (SWEA FUND-SMALL 
DONOR 

' A(idrciS.o.f. Committee/Person: 255 WEAVEItPARK RD. SUITE 202 
- .. .City, State d Zip Code: LONGMONT CO 80501 

. .. CffnimitteeType: Small Donor Committee 
.. FinanciaMBStltutlon: 

Fiidiisrcial tbsatiitida Address: 

• .... -
SOS ID NUMBER: 20045647̂ 437' 

.r: '• • • • t-'-R«poeM>pe: OCTOBER 18, 2010 REPORT OF CONTRIBUnONS AND 
• • .V- EXPENDITURES 

Electibheeriag Communication:. No •: • -

Repprtfng Feiiod: Beginning Date: O9/3b/2010 Ending Date: 10/13/2010 

Declared. Total Spandiflg or-ppimû : SSjOOCOO 

'':̂ ." .y/: ": ^ :.y:̂ :̂.._̂ ]:: ~ • .̂ y :. / • ' • [ Tota.lsDetaUwISuninwTyPage 
1 Ftaad«o'aHaBdaeibeBeBltiiiln£:dfR(Bportî  j S30,613.01 
'2 To(|):lV|ba'ctAry Cbpjk̂ ^ S841.62 
3 Total irMonetary Contributioai & Deghming Anioiint (Jine i ̂  Unc 2) S31,454.63 
4 Total MOBetaryExpendltuTM (KM l<) S8.000.00 
5 Funds oa Hand at.the Bad of î teporttng Ptriod (monciai>) (Une J - line 4) S23,454.63 

The appropriate e€fieer ihftlii hnjibse a preaalty of S50 per day fok*' each day that a report Is filed 
. -• • . •• late. . . . 

• .. lArtXXVDISec 10(2)(a)]• • 

'ifegistered Agent:. JSKRIMODRALL ; Filed Date: 10/14/2010 

. . • j i i 
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DETAILED SUMMARY 

Full Name of Committee/Person: SAINT VRAIN VALLEY EDUCATION ASSOQATION (SWEA) 
FUND-SMALL DONOR COMMnTEE (SWEA FUND-SMALL DONOR 

Reporting period: Beginning Date: 09/30/2010 Ending Date: 10/13/2010 

CO 

O 

H 

6 KIoae£Kiyllcmized ConCrlb'uiloDt of S20 or Moire (CR-SL* J*4S-109n} 
(a)] (Pleua Ibi on SchtdulB "A'O SO.00 

7 .̂ ../Total Mon«taryNon-I(«ni|2edContribQdoBi 
(CMirihidoDsefSlS.99iiidLtu) : $8dl.62 

8 Loans Received 
' (f'leitt liiion Schedule "Ĉ )' 

S0.00 

9 . Total Olhiir Recdpta 
Ohlerei(IU«ideod8. CK.) $0.00 

10 . Returned Contributions (Co donor) 
(tUin Ibt m Schedule "D") $0.00 

11 •S :̂.'-̂ --.. TocalMonctaryContrtbtttlohs' 
"' :. . .(TottlorUnefli-lO) $841.62 

12 - - Total Noa-Mooeiary Conirlbutiens 
' (FramSutfimentofNearMoMUiiVConirniuAi 

. . $0.00 

13 sr.- Cbntributibns 
. (Line 11̂ .Unci2)' .. 

5841.62 

14 Monetary Itemized Ezpiindiares'of S20 or More [CHS. lUi.lui(\) 
. (•)](?|eiMli|tanSehadttie'«B*) $8,000.00 

15 ** '"Tb'iiil Monî fsî TfDii-Itcmized ExpehdiCurei' 
* ' ' (EKpndiiurttVS19.99 and Lets) $0.00 

16 • V- - *; Loao RepayBieatiMadc 
1. *-*".. • CM»mBilon.SehBdule"CT SO.00 

1.7. ' Reconiea EapMdltara (from redplM^̂  
'• .(P̂ anlucoaSclMduÛ *̂  $0.00 

-18- . t'otiU. jMonataiy Ezp'endtfcurei' $8,000.00 

19 Total Npi;:>ionclai7 $0.00 

20 !; -.tl«bi LIT line jĵ  -'" 
$8,000.00 



lI/lS/3010 TUE 12:17 PAX 

No data for.SeheduiiB A - llamizad.Contributions 

0 
CO 
0 
Sf 
O 

m 
Sf 
Sf 
0 
ri 
r-i 

Sehedule B - Itemized Expenditures Statement ($20 or more) 
(CRJS. M5-10B(l)(a)] 

FUU Name jtf Committee/Person: SAINT VRAIN VALLEY EDUCATION ASSOCIATION (SWEA) 
mUND-SMALL DONOR COMMITTEE (SVVEA FUND-SMALL DONOR 

l.DaieBxpcadtd 
10/13/2010 4. Name DEB GARDNER 
2. Amount S. Addcess 740JUDSONST. 
S 1,000.00 .. LONGMONT CO 80501 

• Electioneering Coimtf?. 7.Piupose 

. No 8.Type Cbniributicns' 

I.DtteExpeaded 

imiA\6''\ 4.'Neine MS-isSAHARt • . . 
2. Amoune 5. Addms 2260 CLERMONT STREET 

.81,000.00 6. City/Sisie/2ip DENVER CO 80207 

Elenionedriog Comm? 7.Putpua 
No itypt Contribations 

I. Pj|ie Expended ; 

. 10/13/2010 .. 4. limp . .. HOUSE MAJORITY FUND PAC 
2.Ampunt_ 5.;Addieis 1410 ORAm'STREET, B30S . 

s2,oro.w'-.;; .. 6. Cicy/Sotte/Zip DENVER CO . 80203 
. Elsctioneerins.Conini? 7.Pû 6se ' 

No • • 8. Type ConnibtttioDS -

I.DaieEkpeaded 
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10/13̂ 010 4. Nsme' LAURA M. HUERTA 

2. Anounc S. Address 4S2 NORTH TENTH AVENUE 

SSQ0.0b 6. City/Siaic/Zip BRIGHTOKf CO B0601 

Electioneering Cbinin? 7.Purpose 

No 8. Type Conlribuiiona 

1. Date Expended 

10/13/2010 = 4. Name CARY KENNEDY 

2. Anouni 5. Address 300 JERSEY ST 

SLO0O.O0 6. Cit//Sttte/Zip DENVER CO 80220 

Blectiooeer|h|;. Cbmin? 7.Purpose 

No •••••• Cohcribû ioos' 

, ..I.patA.p2peaded. ' 

10/1̂ 2010 4.Nuie ANDY KERR 

2. Ainouni 5. Address 1680 5. IRIS WAY 

$500.00 6.City/Siale/23p LAKEWOOD CO 80232 

Eleetiooeeri^ t!6mm1 7.PutpQse 

"flo- • • a.T>pe ' Caniributiona' ' 

I. Dato Expended 

10/13/2010 • " 4. Name'. MARKEY FOR CONGRESS 

2.Aoidujai 5. -AddR«; ^ POBOX 1333 

$ldbo.bo. 6. Ciiy/Slaie/Zip FT. COLLINS CO 80S22 

BledioDiecnns Comm? 7.Puip<ue 

B. Type Contribuiions 
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Schedule D - Retnrned Contributions and Expenditures 

Fan Name of Committee/Person: SAINT VRAIN VALLEY EDUCATION ASSOQATION (SWEA) 
FUND-SMALL DONOR COMMITTEE ( S W E A FUND-SMALL DONOR 

Returned Contributione 

Ktfannd FiUPfinditiirgg 
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r ' No data for Schedule E • Non-Monetary Contributions 
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REPORT OF CONTRIBUTIONS AND EXPENDITURES 
(CRS. 1-49-108] 

. FtujaNameof CommitteeifPenon: SAINT VRAIN VALLEY EDUĈ ATION ASSOQATION (SWEA) 
FUND-SMALL DONOR COMMITTEE (SWEA FUND-SMALL 
DONOR 

Addreas.of Commlttee/PerioB: 255 ^AVER PARK RD. SUITE 202 
\ . City, State dl( Zjlp Code: LONGMONT CO. 80501 

•"• '• •" Committeel̂ pe: Small Djonor Cominittee 
•' FlDaaclallnatKution: 

Finaiidiil Institdtion Address: 

. ^ . . 30S ID r̂UMBER: 20045647437 . . 

• ' ••' keportType: OCTOBER lSj 201d Eî PORT OF CONTRIBUTIONS ANO 
BXPENDITURBS 

EleeUoneerlng Cfnmimkatfon: N̂^̂  

';ReportiiigPeriod: Begimiiiig Date: 09/30/2010 Ending Date: 10/13/2010 

Declared Total Spendlng orippiiriui): - $6;000.00 
lAfi;XXVnt8ee.4{lJl ' 

Totals Detailed Summaxy Page 
1 Fundi OB Hand at tbe Bt̂ nnlng of Rqporting Period (nunsisiy only) $30,613.01 
2 Total MoBrtaryCpp̂ î ^̂ ^ 11) $841.62 
3 Total oi Monetary Contrlbutloni & Beginning Amount (line i line 2) $31,454.63 
4-Total Monetary l̂ eaditarea (IIM IB) . . . $6,000.00 
5 Fundi on Hand atGi«£ii<̂ ^ - S2S.454.63 

The appropriate officer shall impose a penalty of S50 per day for aach day chat a report is filed 
late. 

" , . .. . rA"r̂ t,XXVÎ  S2C.10{2)(a)] * 

Registered Agent: •• Ĵ RRI MODRALL FOedDate: 10/29/2010 
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DETAILED SUMMARY 

FnU Namei)f CommiCCee/Person: SAINT VRAIN VALLEY EDUCATION ASSOCIATION (SVVEA) 
FUND^MALL DONOR COMMITTEE (SVVEA FUND-SMALL DONOR 

Reporting Perlbd.* Beginning Date: 09/30/2010 Ending Date: 10/13/2010 

0 
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Sf 
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Sf 
Sf 

0 
HI 
H! 

1 ̂  Monetary Itemized Gontributioos of S20 or More [CJL&. i-4s-!08(i) 
(a)](P'es*eiislonSchedule"A") $0.00 

7 "-TdCsil ̂ Muc.tiffy.Nod-Iteml»^ 
.:•'/|(C6iilHbuiioitt $841.62 

8 Loans Received 
;,.'/:•.:'. •.*, :•' . : CPl«M«««Sel»»diile"C^ 

SO.00 

9 Total Oilier Receipts 
fjiatuat, Dividenda, eta.) SO.00 

10 Returned Contributions (to donor) 
(PlesK listen Schedule D'O $0.00 

II TotalMonataryGontribtttions. 
.(Totil̂ f lines 10) •. $841.62 

12 TbtarNoâ Monetary ContiibucioiBS 
v (Fran SUlemshsofKon-McNlteisî  COnvibiiUoM) 

$0.00 

13 Total CoBtribafions 
• (Line 1 l-i-line 12} 

$841.62 

14 Monetary Itemized Eipcndltnrei of S20 or More (CRS. l-4S-108(I) 
. (iNKptoaso lisi en Schedule "B") $6,000.00 

15 Total Monetary'Non-Itemittd Expaaditures 
(ExpMdibnes ef SI9.99 sadLeî  SO.00 

16 T Loan-Repayments Made''. •• 
CNsaselki on Scbndule "C*? $0.00 

17 ' ' Retanied-fixpdndltttres<ift*oiB reGipienO 
V-.:. (F]ssst|jstoeSehediils''D':) SO.OO 

18 Total Mbaeiat̂  Ex]pdndllurei 
- (Toalofliî t 14.17) $6,000.00 

19 Total'Noâ Menctary EK|iendItures ' 
(̂com StaioMIt of Ne»MepcGuy Bxpsndibuss) $0.00 

20 •VTotBl Expenditures 
. (Une U + MoolS) 

$6,000.00 
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Schedule B - Itemized Expenditures Statement (S20 or more) 
[CJl.6.1-4S-I08(tKOj 

Fun Name of Committee/Person: SAINT VRAIN VALLEY EDUCATION ASSOQATION (SWEA) 
FUND-SMALL DONOR COMMITTEE (SWEA FUND-SMALL DONOR 

1-Date Expended 

milOlO 

2.Am0UDl 

si.ooo:oo 
BlectibaeeriBB Conun? 

No' • 

4. Naihe DEB GARDNER 

5. Address 740 7UDS0K ST. 

6. Cily/Stafe/2ip LONGMONT CO 80501 

7. Pttipo8e • ^ 

8. Type Connibatiom 
. . . . . 

l.Dale.Bxpended, .. 

lO/13/ZOlO . • •• 

2. Amount .' 

s}j,(m.oo 
Eleetioneeriflg Comm? 

No . 

intaie :.. •• MELISSAHART • . 

5. Address - 2260 CLEFMONT STRSHT 

6. aî y/State/Zip DENVER CO. .80207 

7. Puipq8e ^ 

8. Jypê  Contribuiions 

1. Dale Expended 

1Q/I3fl010 

'. 2, l̂ bjAnt ' 

i2.odaob 
BlecQoneenng Qnimk? 

4. lysine HOUSE MAJORITY FUND PAC 

5. Ad&ts9 1410 ORANT STREET. B305 

6. Qty/SUtB/Zip DENVER JCO 802(0 
7. Puifiose 

B'lrype,.... Contiibudqis 

I iTBdSSJaded 
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10/13/2010 4. Nsme LAURA M. HUERTA 

Z Amount 3. Addtess 452 NORTH TENTH AVENUE 

$500.00 - 6. City/State/Zip BRIGHTON CO 80601 

Electioneering Ornm? 7̂ uirp6se 

No 8. TVpe Contributions 

I. Dale Expended 

10/13/2010 4. Neme CARY KENNEDY 

2. Amount 5. Address 300 JERSEY ST 

$1,000.00 6. City.'Stete/Zip DENVER (X) Q0220 

Electioneering Cbnim?' 7.PuTpose 

. •. - - ' . 
0 IJe . a. Type Coniributinns . . . . . 
0 
0 1. Dale Expanded •i 
Sf 

ANDY KERR 0 10/13/2010 4. Name ANDY KERR 

ffl .2. Amount S. Address 1680 S. IRIS WAY 
'ST i 

S$00.00 6. QLiy/Stale/Zip LAKEWOOD .̂ CO 80232 

0 j Electioneering Cdnan? -. 7.Puiprae 

N». . 8. Type . . Ccntributions 
f . . . " 1 • • . 

l.DateEKpended • 

10/13 /2010 . 4.NaBie . MARXEY-FOR CONGRESS 

2. Aihouni.,'- ' 5: Address POBOX1333 

$2,000.00 6. City/Statê p FT. COLLINS CO 80522 

EleedanjMring'Cpinm? 7.Piirpese. 

• î e, • 8. Type. Contributions 

l.DattExpdhdbd" 

10/13/2010 MARKEY FOR GONGRESS 

.2. Amount 5.Addie8B POBOX 1333 

(S2.006.0(0 6. Cî /Siate/Zip FT. COLLINS . CQ 80522 

Electioneering Ĉ om.m7. 7.Fttî atse 

Ne 8̂ TVl»e Contributipn£ . . . . . . 
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Schedule D - Returned Cpntribntions and Expenditures 

FuU Name of Committee/Person: SAINT VRAIN VALLEY EDUCATION ASSOCIATION (SWEA) 
FUND-SMALL DONOR COMMTTTEE (SWEA FUND-SMALL DONOR 

Retnraad ContrthntiftBS 

Rammed Eipendltureg 
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No data fbr Schedule E - Non-Monetary ContribtJtions 
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No data fbr Schedule E • Npn-Monatary Expenditures 


